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Socialism/s

Course Description and Objectives:

‘Eighty years after the Bolshevik revolution, history’s verdict is that socialism has failed.’  Margaret Thatcher’s infamous phrase ‘There Is No Alternative – TINA’ as an announcement of the victory of capitalism over socialism has been accepted almost as a truism.  Hence, given this general sentiment, confidence in the possibility of radical alternatives to capitalism has evaporated.  As sociologist Erik Olin Wright puts it, “talk of socialism now seems more like idle utopian musing.”   Contrary to this widespread ‘wisdom,’  this course starts with a premise that the Thatcher’s TINA is baseless.  The course assumes that as long as capitalism exists, there will be both critical analyses of and alternatives to capitalism.  From this point of view, socialism --as a generic term for these alternatives-- constitutes the focus of this course.

To trace the development of socialism, both in theory and in practice, we will begin with an exploration of the origins of socialist ideas, pre-Marx, Marx, and post-Marx.  We will then move to the initial formative years, successes, and eventually the disintegration of socialism in Russia, China, and elsewhere.  Exploring those socialist experimentations will provide the necessary historical grounding for recent debates, strategies, and even blueprints.  With this historical sensitivity, we will start to cover various aspects of the debate on market socialism and plausibility of socialism in the age of globalization.  In the last segment of the course the relevancy of socialism to the U.S. will be discussed through various recent contributions, including those by Harrington, Albert, Hahnel, Roemer, etc.

Course Requirements:

Journal Entries (10x5pts)





 50 pts


Mid-term Exam







 35 pts 

Participation








 15 pts

The Journal Entries:  These are analytical journal entries engaging the readings and discussion of the class.  The idea is not to paraphrase the reading material, but to critically appropriate the central ideas of the readings, the lectures/documentaries and class discussion.  The expectation is that you will write 2 pages (approximately 500 words) in 12 different sessions.  They should be sent to me electronically at eatonak@simons-rock.edu.  They will be due on Mondays or Wednesdays at 5 p.m. –no late submissions.

The Mid-term Exam:  The potential exam questions will be handed-out a week before the scheduled exam.  The in-class exam will be based on some of those questions.  The questions are analytical in their nature and require you to identify the bases of and the supporting aspects of arguments and positions.  The short essay type of questions usually involve a comparative analysis, taking a position and justifying it.  There will not be much room to be speculative!

Participation:  It is essential to create an engaging participatory environment in order to have a high quality and fulfilling experience for everyone, including myself.  Our statements must be informed, clear, and to the point.  Think for yourself and express it vividly.  If you do agree with me or someone else –the authors or fellow classmates--say why.  If you don’t, say why not.  Shine a light on the subject matter.  

Books and Other Material:

Albert, M. and Hahnel, R.   1991. Looking Forward: Participatory Economics for the Twenty First Century, Cambridge, MA: South End Press.

The above title is available in the bookstore, whereas the following two can be bought from me in used form since they are out-of-print!!!

Gurley, J. 1983.  Challenges to Communism. San Francisco: W.H. Freeman and Company.

Harrington, M.  1989.  Socialism: Past and Future.  New York: Arcade Publishing. 

Selections from the online book by W. Paul Cockshott and Allin Cottrell Towards a New Socialism . 1993. 

http://ricardo.ecn.wfu.edu/~cottrell/socialism_book/
Other selected readings from the readings site E. O. Wright put together:

http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/~wright/soc298.html
Videos: The Parecon Shed Sessions, a video series on Participatory Economics , by Michael Albert & Robin Hahnel

The Shed Sessions series of 7 videos of sequential material are a full treatment of participatory economic vision and related issues.  We will watch them in conjunction with the book Looking Forward, also written by Albert and Hahnel.

Course Outline

I. Core Ideas and Basic Concepts:

--Freedom

--Equality

--Capitalism

--Socialism

--Marxism

II. The Origin of Socialist Ideas

--Pre-Marx

--Marx

--Post-Marx

III. Socialist Experiments in Russia and China

--Russia

--China

--Elsewhere

IV. The Failure and Disintegration of Socialism

V.  Market Socialism Debate

VI.  Socialism and the U.S.

VII.  Prospects

